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Graduate School Application Timeline 

Exploring and applying to graduate school can have many moving parts. Here is a timeline for important 
information-gathering and decision-making landmarks to be aware of throughout the process. 
 
Two Years Prior to Application Year: 

• Explore Graduate School. 
• Begin researching schools. Consider programs, faculty research, and locations of interest. Talk 

to Olin faculty, alumni and people at your internship, REU or job. 
• Plan for cost of applying. Determine application and standardized test fees, the cost of study 

materials, and funds that may be needed for future campus visits. 
 
One Year Prior to Application Year: 

• Begin or continue researching programs. 
• Begin researching scholarships and fellowships to help you pay for school. 
• Get federal and institutional financial aid information. 
• Sign up for and begin reviewing for standardized tests. 
• Attend related events offered by PGG, and grad school info sessions at other universities in 

the fall. 

Application Year: 
 
May-July: 

• Take standardized tests 
• Email faculty/supervisors asking for recommendation letters 
• Start working on rough drafts of personal statement and statement of purpose 

 
August: 

• Check to see if applications have been posted on program websites. 
 
September: 

• Develop your personal timeline for applying. Know the deadlines! Organize yourself 
• Request letters of recommendation via email or in person (can be done over the summer 

break too) 
• Prepare your resume. Have it reviewed by someone in PGP 
• Begin or continue to collect information about national and school-based fellowship 

programs, and their required application materials. 
 
October: 

• Take the standardized test required for your program if you haven't already. 
• Write your statement of purpose and have it reviewed by writing tutors, Gillian Epstein, and 

your advisor. 
• Request official transcripts. 
• Complete financial aid and scholarship forms. 
• Think about alternatives to graduate school (certificates, EdX, etc.) 

https://capd.mit.edu/grad-and-med-school/prepare-graduate-school


 
 
 
November/December: 

• Finalize all application materials. 
• Contact your recommenders and kindly remind them of the deadlines for your application. 

It’s your responsibility to keep make sure they submit on time. 
• Submit your application materials. 
• Make sure you receive a confirmation email from each institution. 

 
Interviews and Post-Application Period: 
 
January/February/March: 

• Prepare for any interviews you may have. 
• Complete your financial aid forms (both federal and institutional). 
• Arrange to visit each school you have been admitted to (if applicable). 

 
April/May: 

• Figure out your financial situation. This will help you decide where you will go to school. 
• Accept and decline offers in writing and/or by phone as soon as you have made a decision. 
• Write a note to your recommenders, thanking them and letting them know where you will be 

next year! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
*Adapted from the Office of MIT Career Advising & Professional Development 


